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HENRY STITH

-

~ NUMBER ¢

" ADDRESS OF
JEFFERSON DAVIS,

T thie People of Mississippi,

Frorow:Crrzexs:

Nomioated as a eandidare for Gover-
ror of the State of Mississippl, in the
minnnet which  has been already an-
nuiineed to vouthe relations whicl have
50 long subsisted between us of Repe- !
rentative wad constituency  are chag-
ed, and my nume 15 presented for vour
sulfrage for an office of a different chn-
racter from those with which vou have
heretofore trusted me,  With feclings
of profound gratitude [ offer you miy
acknowledgments for the undeserved
honors you have heretolore bestower
upon me, and avail myself” of this, the
ouly mode which my health enables
me 1o adopty to make a review of the
course | have pursued as your Repre.
sentative to the Federal Government,
aud to state the general policy hy
which I will be governed if you sliould
elect me to be your Chiel Executive,

Crpenly, and at all times avowing the
prineiplesof Democracy, asdefined and
establiahed i 17958 and "9, and he-
lieving the best interests of the whole
country, and the preservation of ouy
Government in its original purity, de-
pend on the preservation of those prin-
ciples, 1 entered poblic lite to uphold
But though elee-
ted as a Democrat, I considered nveeli
a Representative of the people, nul
fecl pride in the convietion that the sc-
verestseruting into my public conduet,
cannot find an oceasion on which the
aeal of the partizan has made me forgel
the duty of a Representative,

In 1544, Ladvocated the eleetion of
My, Polk 1o the Chief Mogistraey of the
Uiited States, and, usa member of Cog-
gress, entered the House of Represens
tdives an the st session which tollow-
ed s maonguration. It wasmy @
fortune 1o see the sueeess of thase prin-
eipivs we had advoeated, by the repedl
of a Protective Tarith and the eaub.
listinent of ad palorom duties, by the
overthrow of n pavtinl, waseinl  and
currupting schemeal Internal lmprove.
nients by the Pederal Government; by
the anaexalion of Texaz—and geueral-
by ndneronce 1o our cardingl i
iples stidit coniteastipn of the Co
itlon. . When in the discharge of ihat
Ay of the Federy! Government whick
cequires it to repel the iwvasion wia
State, we heenme ivolved iuhostilities
with Mexico, 1 voted to declare that
war existed. aad 1o provide the means
recessury for itz presecution.  When
the xons of Misisippi who had volun.
teered, and been received into the
military seevice of the United  States,
were organized as a Regiment, they ¢
lectad me their Colonel, and on nofiti-
eation of the fact, Dlelt my seat in Con-
fress dod joised them on tlcir way to
Mexizo,  After our return 1o the Uni
tal States, by expiration of the
term of service, Laguin became yont
Representutive tn the Seuate of the U.
pited States,

When the treaty of peace was sulb-
mitled to the Senate for ratification, |
found it objectionable in winay of i
featares, and endeavored to amend it,
with sowme suceess, but failed on that
point which 1 considered most inpor-
tant-—the modification of the boundary
to be csiablished between the two
eountries. | soughtto abtain amoun-
tnin barrier which would include with-
in the limits of the United States all
the valley of the Rio Grande, acountry
which, by its contigulty and clim;m:-,
1 felt would inure fo f‘l\"‘ [“h'm“ugc.
whilst it gave a boundary easily defen-
ded, and which sepnrated countries so
distinet from each other as to put far
from us e probubility of a future eolli-
siang also to change the line from the
Hio Grande 10 the 'ncifie, so0 a5 10 se-
cure the Railroad route to San Diego,
utid a valley on which a settlement
might  be forad, which would  biest
serve to restrain the Tudians within our
Tersitory from incursions into Mexieo.
This amendment was sustained by hut
eleven votes, 1t was the settled poliey
t acquire Territory by the tieaty of
peace. This vote left no hope that
such o change of boundury conld be
effected as | believed was desired to the
Sonthern States, and the question ns-
stimed tomy mind this form—shall the
treaty be patified, anid the war terminu-
ted, o shall the treaty be vejected, and
hostilities be venewed!  Our army was
in possession of the Capitol of Mexico,
and was rapidly sssuming n sell sustuin-
ing chatgcter, To wontinue the war
must finally lead 10 the total desteue.
tun ol the Mexican government, and
in the phrase of thedoy, to the swallow-
ing up ol the whole of Mexico by the
Utited States,  ‘There was n les i
ty who desired this resaby, and > outh.
ern men of the highest stations woro of
i Between twoevils, | chose the least,
antl voted for the treaty,

Long before the weaty was ratified,
in‘anticipation of the acquisition of new
Tervitory, the Notth monifested s
will, both in and ot of Congress, foy
the exelusion of the Southern slive.
holders from sl participation in any
Tervitory which .'-[:lrljlfl lu' thus acquir-
od. They had not shown the same de-
kire to engross cither all the personal
hazards, or pecaniary burthens of the
wir.

T VS48, varions attempts were made
16 give governments to Califoroin and
New Mexico, in connection with the
Torritory of Oregon. A special com-
mittee wns roised an the Senate, by
which a bill was reported to give the
highest grade of Territorial govern-
ment 16 Oregor, and the lowest grade
ol Territorin] governmeny to California
aod New Mexico, with the restriction |

i

o the two last, that no law should be
‘-:Ii'&rll ":|\'-']li‘l‘T|I|:: |III' !'II‘![HI'iIlIH or
establishment of Atkican slovory," It
provided for a judicial degision of the
question in controversy, the Constitu-
tional vight of the owners of glaves to
take that species of property inta the
Territories.

1 l‘l'l‘l‘l‘l'l'i'll a Judivinl 1o n Congres-
stonal desision, both beeanse | hoped it
wonld be more justy amd believed it
watld be more permanent. | did not
doubt the Constitutional right, nor fear
the decision of an impartial tibunal,
I rendered in our favory wemight more
coutidently have looked forward to
Legisdative proteetion.  This ineasure
ol l_"nn:pmnu e waos treated withaminrk-
ed want of considecation in the louse
of Representatives, where Northern
power held contral, 1t was promptly
aid on the table without exuninntion
or reference, and a bill was passed for
a Terrltorial government ol Oregon
without any provision for Califurnin or
NL'“' .\]{'\u_‘u.
tached an amendment by which the

T this the Senate at-

Missouri Compromise was “declared

be in full foree, and binding or the fu-
tire organization of the Territories ol
the United States in the same sense,
and with the same understandiig, with
which it was originally adopted.”  In
this amendipent, the House peéfused 1o
concur by novoteof 53 to 121, and the
Senate receded from its amendment by
n vole of 20 to 25, | had striven with
inany other Southern Senators and
mermbers for eacli of these plans of
Compromise, and with  meluncholy
lorebodings witinessed  their deleat.
The Oregon bill, as it passed, was, it
elleat, the usarpation of power by the
Pederal Government to exeluydo slave
propecty frama Territory of the United
states,  The aswrance that the Mis-
ot Compromise line would be exten-
ded 1o the Paeilic v the next session
of Congress, satisfied some Southern
members, and, 1 have the best reason
to believe, indiced the President 1o per-
form the disngreenbie task of approving
the bill, 1 distrusted promies for to-
morrow, of that which eould linye been
as ensily executed to-day, and, with all
the alilae | AOEELE eid, opiposed the (KSR

A e KR |Nl|;;i; l'\'J““ll'-i";“"\' (31| ']i‘
vielit of the South w introduee  her
duves into Territories, the common
property of the States, continugd, aud
the opposition mereased in raneer as
it increased in power.  The eventiul
session of 183D tound those Verritories
which had been acquired fyom Mexico,
stitl umprovided with government.  For
this, neither myszelfy nor those who ae-
ted with me, were in the least degree
responsible,  We especially desired 1o
give laws o the country, and protec-
tion to those eitizens of the United
States who anight migrate il but the
anti-slayvery majority in Congress pre-
fecred no Territorinl government, to
one which did not contain a prohibition
of -ii‘.l.‘-’t‘]"‘\‘. ehviou -1}’ I 'r}'ul:._f upon the
effeer which the threat o ennet sueh
prohihition swanld have on the migra.
tion ol shiveholdersand equally perhaps
upon the knowledge that sliave praper-
ty, more than any other, rejuires the
protection of lnw. At this session, as
at the one whieh preceded it, the Com-
mittee on Peeritories introduced bills

for Territorial governments, and for!

the admission of Colilfornia as a Siate
ol the Union. They met with little
favor from Sounthern Senators.  The
position was generally held by them
that the power to admit new  States

Wlid not confer the power (o ereate a

State, this being the objection which
hadl Boen 0 ably presented by the Com:
mittee on the jlulici:}l‘_\', in their report
of the preceding session, on the bill to
admit California as n State.

On the 20h of Japuary, 1850, Mr.
Clav introduced a series of resolutions,
declaring that Californin, with snitabie
boundaries,ought, apon her apiplication,

to be admitted as one of the States of

this Union, and that as slavery did not
exist by lnw in any of the tervitory ae.
quired lrom Mesien, it wiusinexpedicnt
for Congress to provide by law either
for its introdduction or  exclusion, nid
thut territorial povernments ought to

the exclusion of the South.

most fiercely, by some who hive <inue
hoen the open advorstes—the chamipi-
ong ol that “eompromise” schome be-
wewn which, ;‘.n.f this series of resvlu-
tong, there i s striki
that theie nuthor his s
winderial difference.

It was evident that the power exis-
ted to bring Calitornin as o S tte iato
the Union, notwithstanding the gross
defects and drregulavites of the ense,
aud we had little t0 expect Tur the
protection of Southern interests inany
tecritorind bill which would probably
pass the two houses of Congress, iy
this condition of aflivirs, it was propos
sud 1o raise a specil committes, 1o
which should be velerved the whole
riLthju't i controversy, i relution to
shive property  and the territosies. |
expected that & commitiee would he
frmed, egually representing the two
great divisions of interest and of opins
o, From sueh a continittee, alone,
could any heneficial result huve been
expected.  The commtittee, as orgnn-
bsed, was eompoed ol six Menators of
non=slaveholding  States, and #ix of
slnveholding States; of the latter, one,
(Mr, Bell, of Tennessee,) bad intro-
duced re<olutions which committed him
o the udimision of Calitornia asa State,
snd o the partition of Texas, The
Chuirman, whio, bad the siembers been |
cqually divided, woald have held 1he
balunee of power, was Mr, Clay, of
Kentucky, whose resolutions safficient-
Iy indiented what his conpse would be,
in addition to the bills reported by the
compitiee on lecritories, the comaittee
on the judiciary bad vep eted a bill 1o
provide more uli.-t'lu:ll.l.\‘ lor the re-ca -
ture of fugitive shves, aud Mre. Benton,
ol Missourt, had brought inn bill 10
feduee the Hmits of Texas below those
cluimed by bher when, asan indepien-
deut State, she was snnexed 10 the
Union.  This last bill was strongly
opposed st the time of its introduction,
and areaigoed, by my colleague, as oue
which would “Compietely vusettle the
(uestivn of slavery inall the vast do-
muin which it proposes to purchase
trom the State of Texas,”

The special committee of thirteen
anited the bills From the conmittee on
erritowes, lor a ste ol Calidonga, for
goverpments for the weecitories ot Utah
and New Mexico, and for the establish-
ment of the boundory of Texas, the
jtter “with inconsilerable variation,”
and reporty 1 thenm o the Senate a5 one
ill'lrlhl-l'li\'ll. The boundaries of Cali-
tornia had pot Been yeduced tosuitable
limits, s was propowd in Meo Clay's
resolutions, but stittenibraced the whole
sen const we had acyuived on the Pa-
eitie, tnd rétained theirimuense extent
aad unpotpral lorm on the south and
east,  Noubjection as it eaizted ugainst
the Lill when it cmne from the conmit-
tee on territories Liad, to my wilnd, been
removeds vet, strange o say, Southery
Seuntors whe had most !lll}lT!]'H.\' 0=
pu.«i.'al those resolutions and thar bill,
were the advocates ol this propositiog
from the “compromise™ commitiee, |
opposcd them conguintly, as | had sing-
lvo My judgment nssured me that
there were radical defeets in the ease of
Calitornia, 1 coull not belicve they
were cured by attaching to the bill ter-
rtorial  govermuents, in which the
vannted merit was, that they did noi
contnin the: Wilmat proviso, beeause
it was unnecessarys hecause, according
to the report of the connnittee, “there
Wis never ?m'\' OCCsIon 30[’ 1t aceon-
plish the protesséd obect witly which
it wins originally etlereds” the action ol
the people of Calitfuruia being cited
establish this position. It was a poor
sutisfaction 1o me 1o be told thar Con-
gress would abstain from legislation,
and that suel non-action would work
Still less
were the defects t be cared by taking
territory from under the jurisdiction of
u slavebolling State 1o transfer it to
the custonly of Congress and the con-
trol ol a population who hud already
manifested their hostility to the institu-
ton of slavery.  The last proposition
was to meas oilions as any other could
have been, 1 tound in it ao unwarran-
ted interierence with the territory of a

i3
=

i recemblatioe
o there was no

S tate, and a stdn upon one coundey’s

bie edtablished for all of said .ervitory WSty !  the
Leliiug, in defence of which we Lad pro-

not incloded within the limits of Cali-

fornin, without any restriction or con-|

dition on the subject of slavery.  That

the western boundary of the State off

Tesas ought to he fixed on the Rio del
Norte up to the Southern line of New
Mexico, aud thenee with that line east-
wardly, excluding any portion ol New
Mexico,  Thatit was inexpedient toa-
bolish slavery in the Distriet of Colum-
bin, wihilst that io titution cxisted in
P Snte of Marylind, without the
consent of that Btate, without the con.
seut of the Distriet, and without just
compensation o the owners of slaves
within the Distriet.  Thatit was exje-
dient toprohibit,within the District, the
tradeinslives brnughtinto it om States
or places heyoud the limitzs of the Dis.
teiet, cither to begold there o8 merehan.
dise, or 1o e transportel 1o other
mavkets without the Distriet of Colum-
bis, That more effcctunl  provision
angzhit ta be made for the restitition and
defivery of persans bound toserviee or
lubor in any State, who many escipe
into any ather Stute or l[‘l’l'itm"\' in the
Union,  That Congress hod no power
to prohibit or obsteuet the trade in
slaves between the slaveholding States)
the admission or exelusion depending
exclusively upon their own partieuldy
laws.  Withmore thanordinary, urda-
minity and with far more than‘erdinary
sevority, these resolittions were opposed

the Seénntors of the Southern Siates.

history, by denying the justice of that

seeited the war against Mexico,

DBut il my opinions hud been less fix-
ed, the question was closkd by popular
action in the State of Mississippi. wid
the specifie instructions 1 had received
from her Legislature, in their fesolution
of Mareh 5th, 1554, in these words:
“Resolvad, That the adiiz<ion of Cali-
furuin into the Union as a sovercien
State, with its present Constitition—
the result ol the atoresnid false nud un-
Just policy on the part of the Govern-
ment of the United States—would be
anact of frand and oppression on the
righits of the peaple of the slaveholding
Diates, and ivis the ense of this Legisia
ture that our Menators and Ropresenta-
vesshould, to the extentol their ability,
resist it by all bonorable and constitme.
tionnl means’  To these Tnstroetion s
| pavea vordial and sineere obodience,
lnhoring, net with eye serviee, did giv.
ing bt toraal and  reluctant compli-
jnce,

Y et ingenious falschood lins attemp-
ted to represent this ns an ollence, he-
cause certain anti-slavery Senstors also
u[1|uu\'t‘:| this "i'ﬂlllllfltlllis[:" sctheme,
concealing the faet that other anti-
slavery Senntors supported it. 11 the
Judgment of those who make such mis-
representations had not been blinded |
by mulice, they muost have percejved
that this was to arraign the people and
legisluture of Mississippi, whose expres-

b
'IP;mywere attacked a3 soon asread,and |sed will and instructions 1 obeyed, It

i an instructive fact in the case, that
when these combined POt
ed, nod (hey ugain came up tfor consd-
eration as sepmiate meastred, the ojpo-
sitfon which hwl origlaaliy arcayed
H=elt ngaiat them could nwevir :;-,::!.'L.l
be united, The Southern strength was
fost by division: until, i the i<t strge.
gly, the Soath ofered But feelie resis-
tance tomea wre<wlieh it had o first,
with great unaninity, most iy aod
sterily opposed. My 0wy course wis
not coifined 1o mere opposition. |
strove to amemd the sosenlied “Seonyiro-
mize’ bill, by giving ‘that seemvity to
the property of the slivehiolder, who
might wigrate to the territories, to
which Lfelt his propeety, like all other,
was enfitled, 1 ashed that the logisla-
ture of the territory shoyhd haye Pusw-
er to e lws for the  protettitng of
every kind of property which mizht
have been, or should be, “conformably
to the Constitution awd laws of the 1%
nited States, held in, or introduced in-
to, suid territory.”  Upon this general
and  equitable  proposition 8¢ wthern
Senators were divided, and on July
23d, 550, my colleague offered an a-
mendment, “Lhat the saul State of
Canlitornin shadl never heveatter claim
as within her boundarics; nor attempt
to exervice jurisdiction ovey, any por-
tion of the tervtory at present claimed
by her, except that which is enbraced
within the tollowing buundaries:” the
southern boundiary proposed was the
parallel of 39 degrees 30 minutes; “and
that a new territory should be estab-
lished 1o consit ot the country thus
cut oii.,”  To which 1 ofiered the fol-
lowing amendmeut:  “And that laws
and tsnges exbiting insaid teritory, at
the date ot its acqui it on by the United
States, which deny orobstruct the right
ol uny eitizen of the United States to
remove to, i reside in snid territory,
with any species wl property 1u',;nl1.\‘
held i any of the States of this Union,
by aind ave hiereby deciared 10 be, null
and yoid,"  Mi. Clay opposed this -
metdment, on the grovnd ol “uon-iu-
terveation,” and saked tor the *difler-
eice the diveet action of Congressional
legristation uyon the subjeet of sluvery,
to mmtroduee ity or 1o prohibity and the
exercise of this power by Congriss to
repeni existing faws witlin lerritory,
wihiiel existing lnws have declaced the
abidition of stavery 1" It was aguinst
the doctiine that the Mexiean law ex-
eludes slive property € om the teritory,
which was held, 1 believe, uhaninmisiy
by the Northern Sepatoss; and eaters
tiond hy sanie Teon thie Seuth, thint 1y
amendment was introdoeed,  did not
doubt vur consitutional right to e
slaves into the territory, hut 1 elaime]
for my constituents that right should
Le voeornizad anu protectedy that this
foreign ohstruction to the eujoymentol
their constitutional rights by citisens of
the United states, should be resooved;
that it was theduiy of Congiess 10 e
lieve the eitizen ol the necessty of e
taldishing his eonstiturional vight, hy
an agpeal o the eonrts.  denied that
it tollowed, heeanse we called npon the
Congress of the United Ntates w pro-
tect our property, that we therelore
achnowledgzed the right 1o deprive us
of that propertys the lirst being adoty,
the sévoml expressly the Constitution.
:\l_\ |---1!(-:1;_:|aun| posed this nmendment,
a4 teehess, nd beeause e oppreliended
“thut the adoption of the amendment
wonld put the bill irself in dnoger of de-
feat,” nrgoinge that the Constitution
fully seeured o rights; though. on July
2aih, 1048, whin the eircumsinees wers
far more favorable than now, he held a dif-
ferent opinfoni—(ser Comgressional (Globe,
Ist Seasion, S0th Congriss, page 088)—
“He contended that slavery conld not exist
without legislative proteetion.  Ifu mun
shiould tke w hundred shives into one of
these foreign teiritories, aond they should
b disposcd o rebel against him, what law
is there to which he can appeal?  And
supposc i min conies o steal lis slayes (o
curry them to the Pucitio, nnd the owner
threntens Lo appenl to (e law: be will be
answored, you can do nothing—there s no
aw in the ense. Thoere ame many in his
suetion of the country Il"l-«]-u-!'il T emigrate
to Cilifornia: but there was not one wlin
would be such a dolt as 1o cnrry a slave
there, beesuse he conld bold hitm, in conse-
Yuenee of the Lands of the loen] wudioritics
brdug tied up, 5o that ey could noginter-
fere onthe subject of slavery.”  The a-
mendment was defialed—yenas 22, nuys 33
~iii one Novthern Sonnor voting for it
My eobleagiie voting wgminst i,

1 strove in every o o reduce the lim-
its of Culifornin: at the eagerness of the
anti-shivers mority o bring in apobicr
non -slavehalding State, und st onee to ex-
ehude the ¥outh from that rieh wriiwry,
rendered all such efloris unavailing.  Ar-
gaments based upon by btk impiied in the
Misdouri Untppromise, reasons Joupded on
phyiad oo grsphy, Were nnhee bed Gig e
mlf__uli‘y. in thetre lust for svetionad domin-
ion.

Though the Southern Convoution, which
assciibled me Npshoville in Juge, 1859, ot
which our fullow-g¢iizen, W, L. Shirkey,
was Presidont, hud deelared, as an oxiome
concorsion, that they were willing wdivide
the terrtory by the Tine of 38-30, extond-
ing tothe “Itucitie occnn, trenting i ws n
Tlr‘“u" ul property. 1u be divided betwoen
the seetiuns of the Union, sothat the righ
of boh be sdequately sepurvd in their pes-
wetive sharee—ver those Semitors who
Imw beon Ealled, in repronel, Southern
Ultras, of whem Lum une, voiul for every
proposidon, by any line of division, o eur-
tatl the boupduries of California, nnd sus-
tadied it in g0 many fonns, 88 to fender it
wsident that no diviston condd be clioeted,
This was soknowleded by my colleagur,
who, spesking, August Gth, 105D, of the
diveet exereise of the power of this Govern-
ment in rescriedng the boundaries of Cali-
farnin, said hee copsidered it <A very vain
und weidins thing o offir any such propo-
sidon:  1¢hus beon voied down repeatedly.

v,

Such a dircat proposition buing bopeloss of again, has dwindled down until i

ahauld we nol

SUBTCSE, nnd attain the
et i vivw by tho means 0 oar
jowyr Uhe mote he proposed wasi 1o
submi to Calitorniy, aftor she hud been ad:
miited ws a State, whether she would con-
sent fo divide her territory, which, 1 su -
pose, fuw of my: eonstituents considur
wortd have bevn n beneit toihe Sonth, widh-
LU B LTi T Jray P-fem w lach woul | have I.;.,T.-: -
ted the gotn 1y fLom the prohibition a wiinst
sluve property contained in the Coneitation
ol Unlbiurnia,

trs
oy

By the defeat of the “sompromie™
seheme, 1 have ol thue severid adviniaces
were obigi A new line for the divi-
slon of Texns s !n|||!‘_- 1, which took less
of hier terriory by some 805000 squire
mtlem,  Southein men were able to furm a
fugiiye lus more elfectual than that which
lind been reported by the commiitee, mnd
free from the very objeetionable providon
whicl reyuived o muster vha recaptuned
s fugitive slave, upon application of the
runsway, wenter into hond to try his right
of propeety inthe slave afier WIS return to
the since irom which the slave hal fled —
Leleit enel mensure to stand upon its own
menis, and more fuirly submitted the as.
ton of Kepresentiutives o the deeision of
their consiuents. The Fugiive Slave
law which now stands upon the Suitute
book, und which has been elaimed as the
cunsession which should sitisfy the South
fur shie hind lost by the other measuTes Was
nob the bill of the “compromise” commits
tee, butwais introduced by My, Mason, of
Virginin, o so-cnlled “Souhern Ultrn.”
and miinly sdvoeated by that elass of Sou-
thern Senutors who oppused the “eompro.
wi=¢"" e did not press like ity predoces:
sors of 1793, by Northern votes, but by
the ubsentocism of the North.  The bill o1
03 pussed the Senate uninimously, and
the House with bat seven t]i“rlii;n; Yoles,
The il of 1850 receiveld the support of
thiee Norbern Senmors, 31 Norihern
Menihers.  Buat hail the Narth given such
united support as their farthers rave, it
surely could bave been considered no cons
session o provide for the vxeeativn of a
distinet provisiun in the compie by which
the Stites are unied.  ‘Phe noeess y for
such ulaw is 0 melancholy proofof the ex-
tent to which sume of the s disregund
i distinet obliguton imposed upon thom by
the Constitution.  Foritis only when they
wie pegrdless of that obligution, et it
cibn Be pevessary toeall in ihe power of the
Vedoml Government o legisinie upon ik,
Yot we re turned asido from this consiler-
ot by e sl more melindholy £t
that the baw ds dolaved and obstrietod, e
ven viuluntly resisiod, by mube, somo(inges
witng and tortitad from iis meaning and
ies purposg, by judicisl oflicirs; o whom
the property hodder looks fur the main-
witianve of s right,  In the Northern
Slates there seems 10 be two great divi-
siots ypon the yuestion: of the restitution

ol tugiove shives— lig one who would re-
sisl Hio v Xecn Jun of e 1aw o0 the ind—

but ibere seensto be no party which jus.
tilies ic dpon its merdts, orwho declure
tiemselvea in fivor of 1tas an original
moastie, Thie ery of repeal s unswered
by the proposition to modity,

i,

Vnking Mi. Wibnler as a0 eoponint of
that class whowould nel ber vesist the law,
ture I'rj-\ul 1, we et nob lele m doube gs w
the elinracier of the wolitieadon  whith
they propose. T big, intoduced by hitlll
1w e Sepiee, s <hort dhiae boelore bie {5
“. wiid b0 wikich b has reterred i s |-'4 eelh,
ws indicanng bis view. of e subjees, e
quired winry tinl st the plave where the
fugiune shave might be wpested.  Sich s
modifieation would utterly desiroy the efii-
ey of the law, sl o my mind be niore
..I.J»--.wuu[)!c and wilensive than iis repueal,

Looniributed whiat abiliy L pussessed,
HT Jrrajuit untl seenre the Jbssu g of the
fagidve slave law of 1850 ; seking wo
make it ns L'!!]'t'lll.ll [} ilh_' power ol Lun-
gress, wml the spirivof the Consitution
wotll peimit. T opposed the atienmpy o
engrilt apatt the bk & provisivn  which
would huve mude e treasuny of the Uni-
ted States responsible for slives, the delive-
ry of whom should bie previnted by & muob,
because 1 constaered (the compact to -
quire the delivery of the property, and
thut there wis no suthority i the Condtitu.
tion which would justify Congress in tax-
iy the people 10 puy Tor property which
should be lost by fuiling o exceute tha
Considiutions) duy ; and further, beeause
I believed, instead of promoiing the res-
t uuon of the property it would lead tw the
reverse ru~ull. and become alh-l'iu-h of v-
mancipation of slaves in the border Sties,
by weneral nxation. 1 did notexpeet i
e Tuw would  eiftet evervting which
wottld be desied. 1 epuld wot, with the
evidences nronnd me expeet that i would
e T bfully obscrved. My zeal in its sup:
ports was picher due o ihe value J itk
ed to the noeognition of the prineiple it
contained, snd lve which, (though of very
litde peouniary wilvattage o us, ) Lam
now in vor of insisting on the proeserid-
tion of the Taw in all s essuntind fostures,

The only mueasure which the < Compro:
mize’ Committes originated, snd julging
from its charaewr we may rejoiee they did
origingie but one, was e Bill in relsiion
1o the slave dede o thie Distriet of Colum-
bia, which I consider o gross usarpation of
puwer by the Federal  Govemmunt, for
which, not everi the  much sbwsed pleg of
necossity mn be olferod in pallintion,

In 1650 e Goverpment rotined, na
the Distriet of Columbia, anly thit ténpio:
ty which Lad been evded h}' ”:\’.l"\ Tivingd,—
By u duw of Congress pus-old i 1801, the
laws of Murylund, which exisied prior
thie eession, wore put in foree in that por-
tion of e Distrier which had been: reeciy
vl from Muryland,  The Marylnid Law of
1700 therefore prevontad shives from e
g introdueed e the Districr for sale
(rom oy wilier place: than the Stto of
Mlary ol wnd thie vrnde thas gesivieted, so
fir from h-m; an evily e Therense of
which requires legislution; bl from wiher
enuses, w0 far dinnnished, tine Me, Muson,
the Chairman of the Committee on thy
Disiriee of Columbing made the foliowing
staternent to the Senite. During the dis
cyasion of this BL he osad, on e Tith of
September 1861 1 am biformed, ll‘hlh
enquiry, that the fuotis, that within the lest
few vearsso fuw slives were bronghtin-
o this District for sade, for the purnose
of transportation, that the teade  or busi-
nees which sonje persons engige in, pur-
chasing = laves for purpose of solling them

‘s wl

most sl 100 hinve wnoexivt

I tence."  Had
the powerthen existed 10 pastsach a law as
At W w

uvXlrvney

eh 1 have referved, thimewas no
v owhich eulled for its exers

It liaz;, howe “onet
stateitthat Congre s vut re enacted the
Iy of Maryiand, and eatoreed ia
Distiict the poliey of that 81ate,
is very lar  fromt The law
Maryinnd was in foree, and the bill wa-
to tuie from eitizens of Marviand the
right they had previouwly L"\‘_-n'.a_-i, to
bring sluves into the ('i:l_!l-ll} of 'Wah-
ington as into azy of the eounties ol
Muarvlund.  The Moryinnd lnw of "6,
ke the Virginin law of")2, wits 10 sus-
tain the policy of those States agninat
the further inerense ufslave popuiation,
and unhike the Congrestonal act ol
1550, was not directed agnlnst con-
merce in slaves. They were passed
belore the vonstitutional prolibition
againit the fusther importation of Af-
rreans, went inte elfect ano when the
Northern Mtates were adopting the po-
licy of emageipation, and though gen-
eral in their provisions, there is reazon
w believe weremainly intendedto check
the inflax of slaves [rom the emaneipa-
ling States, and 1o prevent the furth-
er importation of Alricans, In sup-
port ol this view, we find that in 1519
Virginiu repealed her act of 1702, and
I;crluiuc.l the iutvoduction of slaves
sorn within the United States, and the
position was tuken during the ilehate
of the Senate, without being contrudie-
ted, that no prolibition now existed in
the State of Maryland againg the in-
iroduction of slaves from any other
Stute of the Union.  Not only, then,
was the legislation of Congress dicta-
ted by o ditfevent metive from that of
thie States which made the ¢ession, sut
wis opposed to thelr present” policy.—
The power of o sovercign Stateto pass
such a liw 14 no evidence that Congress
may do the same thing, The legisla-
tion of asState extends 1o all snlyjects
whiclare not prohibited, thelegislation
of Cungre s is limited to the grants of
the Con-titution.  Ta juinfy Sateleg-
islation itis only necessary thento show
that it has not been prohititel. To
wartanl Congres ionnl legidation it
must be shown that it hias beesn permit-
ted, Congr exelisive legisia-
lation it a1 cases whateved™ over the
Di-tdet ol Columbing and over all pio-
ces ]ull'i‘[ :i-n_i h_\' the eon
legislature of o Blatefor ¢ i nga.
Zings, agsennls, duck yards, and other
needlul building "

Exclusive, i uot unlimited or plena-
ey, nnd the phrase was, 1 think, only
: Eante  of
States which should cede territory for
a seal of wovernment, or <'r|u;i:|.n  I5)
”lL‘ e of sites wr the PUEpOses enus
merated, should not therealter exereise
Lesislutive power over <ueh Distrier
or |luces. The power of Congress 1o
legistote was 1o be diawn fiom (b~
grants of the Constitution, and be ¢
ereised subjeet to il ivs imbntidne, g2
profibitions.  Aud i ] amm G
this, the conclu fon must fob=~
Congre s has usurped auf
delovited 1o i, and disg
l'l'lf:‘d"-'!l-l“hf ]l'\‘ “1._1[:“ l;‘
been restrained.  JF 1 an
then it fullows thut Cony
plenanry power within 1
Uoluinbia, may eabiish 14
nobiity, or do any of the'
thiings probibited o the o
|:.'||'1. between the !‘:'.:H:r -t
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Feonsidered it a viotation of the great
prineipleof free trade within the = tates,
which luy at the foundation of our
Constiwtion, and, maore than anyother
rause, contribated to the formation of
the present Unien of the States.  Ifthe
right to puss freely with any speciesof

property from State to Siate across
the territory of other States Lo, ay bas
been heretofore held, sseated the
Constitntion, how could Congress deuy
theenjoyment of thatwight in the Dis
triet of Columbin!  But il a citizen of
Murylund should choose to bring his
slave to the Btate of Mississippi,
for sale here, this lnw would prevent
hitn from stopping in the Distriet of
Coluinbia, and would punish such act
by the emancipation of hisslave. The
ward *“depot” was not defined, and the
fact was, there was 1o public place for
the coufinoment of siaves, no slave
market to which the word could apply.

| considered this law would be the
triumplyor abolitionism, which had for
so many vears flooded both Houses of
Congress with petitions and memeorials
against the slave trade in the District
of Columbin. 1 anticipated such o
shout us went up from the abolition
camp, when it was hailed as *a moat
important mensuse in the sight of jus.
tice," of which the newiy elected Sen-
ator, Sumner, said v practically allix-
es to the whole traflic, wherever it ex-
ists, not merely in Washibgion, with.
in the immediate sphere of the Legis-
lature, but every where throughoat
the stave State:, whether Richimond or
Charleston,or New Orlenns, the brand
of Congressional reprobation.” 1t was
1o asstine the power 10 gmnancipate a
slave for one reason; and [ held that to
adinit this would be to surrender the
wnoleguestion to the diseretion of Con-
gre s, which might for any other reason
exervise the same power, even to the
extent of the totnl abolition of slavery
inthe District of Columbin,  Theclinir-
min ol the “eampromise " commitieo
admitted the power, whilst he denlel
the expe lien»‘.‘_s' of exereising it, unl
Mr. Chase of Ohio, informed us that
the slave trade bill was the first step,
but not the last,

To the e considerations, which were
lent to have decideld my course,
added expressions ol popular will
evineing themost decided opposition to
auch @ measure, At a public mecting,
held in Juckson, in May, 1549, Judge
Sharkey, the presiding cfficer, made
an address which recaived the most
genernl conunendation, In that ad-
diress he refeiied 1o the reselutions of
the Legisiature of Viegiia, in 1847,
and those of 1549, protesting against
any action of Copreess on the slave
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sold, or for the purpose ol b, place
el in depot to be subsequently trans-
ferred 1o any other State, or place, to
be <old as merchondise.  And if any
sluve shall be bronght into s d Distrier,
by its owner, or by the authority and
consentof its owner, eontrary 10 the
provisions of thisact, such sluve shall
thereupoa biecome liverated and free.”
The wiotion 1w strike out the first See-
tion of the bill above recited was lost,
veas, 18, nays, 30 fvoted with sev-
enteen other Senators from Southern
States to strike itoutzimy collearoe vo.
ted tgainst striking it out, 1 conside-
redd o eross n-.ul'p:lhnu of power, nmi
an odious diserimination fgainst slave
property in common ferritory, emphat-
jeally the nentral ground of the States,
By the eighth seetion of the lirst nrti-
ele ol the Constitution, Conzeess has
power *todefineand punish piracies and
felonies committed on the high seas,
and offences agminst the law of nn-
ticns  These were the only erimes
which Congress was authorized 10 de-
fines it by the above seetion it assuim.
ed 1o dedine o erime hitherto unkuown
to the United States, and provide for it
apunishment,  The evime was the acl
of bringing n slaveinto the Distiies of
Cobumbin with the intention 1o sl bim
thete, ot to keop liim there lor a0 tine,
to be rensterred elsewhere, to b sald
as nn.-;".'h:ll:-“.iu. ']'I‘lr ltl.i.li -hlm‘nl Wik
o deprive the owner ol his property
by declaring the slne < libeinted and
fiee” By the fitth article, in amend.
ment o the Constitution, it wis provi-
ded N or shinll private prope rty be -
Ken for public tse withaut jist com-
penzation.’ But by this law 0 new
erime wns detined, not belonging to
thu cases enumerated in the Constitu-
tion 3 private property was i he takedn,
not for puldicuse, and without just eom-
pensation s wan penalty Ty the offvgeo o
violuting anti-slavery sintiment, by ex-
arcising that right ol awaership overa
glove in the Distict of Columbin, which
is anecessary incident to the possesion |

of that, ax ull ether species of proper |

(uire instrietions to be formally given;
itwas enough oy me only to choose
between serving them gecording to
their will, or returning 1o them thie {rust
with which they had honoted me.

At the last ses<jon of Congress, af.
tempts were made to begin d stupen.
dviis scheme of Colonization of Free
Negroes on the coast of Afiica, by
building and maintaining steam vessels
at the public expense fur that pupose,
| apposed it, becanse it was 2ot ane of
the olyjects for which the taxing pawer
had been conferred upon the generat
governmenty and for many other rea.
song which the limits of this addyess,
und the faet that the proposition then
tiled, induee me to abstain from offer
ing o you. There was also n seleme
for internal improvement by ihe gen:
aril government, which Iresisted, ns 1 Ll
on other cecasiting, and for saeh reasons
s influeneed me thin. 1 mueh fear, how-
ever, that boly these  mensures will s
covid in the nest Congress, whes [ have
Bt el donbe i will also b atiempted to
modify the tarid of 10486, by inereasing
the duttes apon eonl and fron. T has ol

en indiegnted o e press s an
eapestidion of Poansylvania F-uullr.rd up-
oo the promises made by Southern nem
Bors during the conteiversy on the soealls
vl compromise of 1050, But without in-
cluding such bier, bivter fruicin the essi-
w0 sk, owhit did Mississippi gain Iy
i “eompromise U B the ailnabssion of
Californin, e balnoee of woer in e
Sennte wivs lestrovidd, tit which had 2o
long been guwrded by bringing slive hold-
ing Siates into the Lahon by pairs, and
thi Noreh hova thas asguirad e eontrod of
ull the departannes ol the govergment.—
Mr. Couper, s Sennior from Ponosglviming
an advoente of the Ccompromiae,” nnd
stgtierof the “Union®™ party ili’-ll:"_ ‘l""""
o 188 confiiring on the Norily the power
to prevent thie further aequistion of slave
terrtoty. or tie extension of shavery b
vond its gmaranteed limite,  We must pay
our proportion of ux o sapply the treasu-
ry with ton millions of ddllars to pay for
the purchuse of n portion of Texas, und
berenfter t supply the means of support
ing # tekrtorinl government for the werios
ry thus purchuoud ; norars we pormbived w
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